Booths? Clouds?
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1. The Sukkot in the Wilderness
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“You shall live in Sukkot (booths) for seven days, all citizens in Israel shall live in Sukkot (booths); in order that
future generations may know that 1 made the Israelites live in booths, when I brought them out of the Land of
Egypt, I am the Lord your God.” (Vayikra 23:41-43)

2. Booths or Clouds?
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“I made the Israelites live in booths" (sukkot): Rabbi Eliezer says: They were clouds, Rabbi Akiva says: They
were real booths (Talmud Sukka 11b.)

3. Clouds of Glory?

"There were seven clouds: Four of them to each side/direction (of the Israelites), one was above them and another
below their feet. A further cloud would pass in front of them leveling the valleys and flattening the mountains."
(Mekhilta Beshalach 1)
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4. Did the Israelites sit in Booths
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“And the people bowed down, each person at the doorway of his tent" (Shemot 33:10)
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"How comely are your tents O Jacob, your dwelling places (mishkenotecha) O Israel.”" (Bamidbar 24:5)



5. The verb 7">0

(From the Even Shoshan Concordance)
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"That your generations may know, etc." (Vayikra 23:43)
booth. And this is what it means: You shall make for yourself a festival of booths when you gather from your threshing floor

6. Rashbam Vayikra 23:43. Why Sit in Huts?
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— Its plain meaning is like those who say in tractate Sukka: a



and your wine-press, when you gather the corn of the field and your houses are filled with every good, grain, wine and oil,
that you shall remember that | made the children of Israel dwell in booths in the wilderness for forty years wiyout
settlement and wiyout inheritance. And from this you will offer thanksgiving to Him, who gave you an inheritance and your
houses filled with every good, and you will not say in your hearts, "My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this
wealth"(Devarim 8:17)

... And therefore we go out of our houses that are filled with every good at the time of the [harvest] gathering and we dwell
in sukkot as a reminder that they did not have an inheritance in the wilderness, nor houses to dwell in. And for this reason
God established the festival of Sukkot at the time of gathering from the threshing floor and the wine-press, so that their
hearts not swell on account of their houses that are filled with every good, lest they say, "Our hands have gotten us this
wealth."

7. Ingathering
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You shall keep the feast of Sukkot seven days, after you have gathered in from your threshing-floor and from your
winepress. (Devarim 16:13)

8. The Lessons of the Wilderness
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2 Remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that He might afflict you,
to prove you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments, or no. 3 And He afflicted you,
and suffered you to hunger, and fed you with manna, which you knew not, neither did your fathers know; that He might
make you know that man does not live by bread only, but by everything that proceed out of the mouth of the LORD does
man live. 4 Your clothes did not wear out upon you, neither did your foot swell, these forty years. 5 And you shall consider
in your heart, that, as a man chastises his son, so the LORD your God chastised you.6 And you shall keep the
commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to fear Him. 7 For the LORD your God bring you into a good
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths, springing forth in valleys and hills; 8 a land of wheat and barley,
and vines and fig-trees and pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and honey; 9 a land wherein you shall eat bread without
scarceness, you shall not lack any thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you may dig brass. 10 And
you shall eat and be satisfied, and bless the LORD your God for the good land which He has given you. 11 Beware lest you
forget the LORD your God, in not keeping His commandments, and His ordinances, and His statutes, which | command you
this day; 12 lest when you hast eaten and art satisfied, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 13 and when your
herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold is multiplied, and all that you hast is multiplied; 14 then your
heart be lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage; 15 who led you through the great and dreadful wilderness, wherein were serpents, fiery serpents, and scorpions,
and thirsty ground where was no water; who brought you forth water out of the rock of flint; 16 who fed you in the
wilderness with manna, which your fathers knew not, that He might afflict you, and that He might prove you, to do you
good at your latter end; 17 and you say in your heart: 'My power and the might of my hand has gotten me this
wealth.' 18 But you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He that gives you power to get wealth, that He may
establish His covenant which He swore unto your fathers, as it is this day. {P}
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FINDING A BALANCE BETWEEN THREE PARAMETERS
1. natural-manufacture 2. protected-exposed 3. temporary-permanent

MISHNA SUKKA. CHAPTER 1

1. "A Sukka that is more than 20 cubits high is unfit
R. Yehuda permits it.

If it is less than 10 tefachim (handbreadths),
if it does not have three walls,

if the sun exceeds the shady area

- it is unfit.

An "Old Sukka" is forbidden by Beit Shammai and permitted by Beit Hillel.
What is an "Old Sukka?"
A Sukka that is made within 30 days of the chag.
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If it was deliberately made for the purpose of the chag, even from the start of the ' HeE
year, it is permitted.
4. If a vine was placed over it (the Sukka walls) ... TN

and the s'chach was placed on top of it (the vine) — it is invalid.
If the s'chach covers a larger area than the vine, or if the vine was cut — it is valid.

This is the general principle:
Any substance that receives ritual impurity, and is not made from materials that
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grow in the ground $13 199901 \IND
- is invalid
A substance that does NOT receive ritual impurity
And grows from the ground
- is fit to become the covering (for the Sukka.)
5. Bundles of straw or wood ... are invalid for schach. nmwn

All of these are valid if the bundle is released.
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CHAPTER 2:

2. ... Rabbi Yehuda says: If the Sukka cannot stand up by itself, it is unfit.

.... As long as the shade exceeds the sun, it is fit for use.

If (the s"chach) is as thick as a house, even though the stars cannot be seen
through it, it is fit for use.
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7. A person who fits the majority of his body in the Sukka, but his table is in the
house: Beit Shammai forbid it for use... Beit Hillel allow it....

9. For seven days, a person should make his Sukka his permanent dwelling,
and his home, his temporary dwelling.

If rain began to fall, from when may one evacuate (the Sukka)?
From when the food begins to spoil..."
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