MIDRESHET LINDENBAUM

COURSE CATALOGUE 5772/ 2011 – 2012
TORAH:   Sunday and Thursday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Each Torah class will have three hours on Sunday and Thursday mornings of Torah and one hour each of Essentials of Judaism (taught by Rav Kaplan) and Torah v’Eretz Yisrael (taught by Rav Brown)

21
Sefer Devarim:  It’s Not the End, Only the Beginning
             Rav Jonathan Mishkin

The Book of Devarim is Moshe Rabbeinu’s farewell address to his people.  In five weeks of speeches Israel’s first leader reviews the nation’s history, and uses all manner of persuasion to convince his charges to follow the word of God.  Most importantly, Moshe does his best to prepare Israel for taking hold of their destiny as they enter their homeland.   The study of Devarim is therefore a critical exercise for young adults embarking on their own journey as mature Jews.  This course begins by surveying the entire book to determine its overall structure, while simultaneously identifying the key messages that make Devarim the Chumash’s compendium of Jewish philosophy. We will then analyze essential passages in the sefer and ultimately address the book’s principal theme of Mitzvot. The Book of Devarim is both the conclusion to the Torah and the introduction to the rest of Tanach, standing as the concise manual for Israel’s relationship to God and the Land.  

Level:  Intermediate



Language: English
Texts: תורת חיים דברים
22
Sefer Shmot





Mrs. Dena Knoll
We will explore Sefer Shmot, the sefer which contains some of the most pivotal events in Jewish history: Yetziat Mitzrayim, Matan Torah, and Chet HaEgel.  In studying these events, we will engage in a close reading of the text, we will use the mefarshim (both classical and modern) to help us develop a number of different approaches to each narrative, and we will analyze the strengths and weaknesses of each interpretation.  As the year progresses, we will also begin to discern the broader themes that span and unify the entire sefer.

Level:  Intermediate



Language: English
Texts:  תורת חיים שמות א,ב
23  
Sefer Breishit





Rav Yitzchak Blau
We are all familiar with the stories of Sefer Breishit from childhood but it is important to move to a more profound and deeper comprehension of the sefer.   In many ways, this first sefer serves as the foundation for our understanding of Jewish beliefs and Jewish ethics.  This course will attempt to extract a worldview based on close reading of these stories.

We will avail ourselves of the wealth of rabbinic commentary on Breishit, including rishonim such as Rashi, Rashbam, Ibn Ezra, Ramban, Radak, Seforno, Akedat Yitzchak and Abarbanel, as well as achronim such as Netziv, Meshech Chochma, and Rav Hirsch.   Our study will open a window into understanding the approaches of the various commentaries and their insights will aid our quest for a more thoughtful appreciation of the Breishit narratives. 

 
Level:
Advanced 



Language:  English
 
Text:   תורת חיים בראשית א,ב
24        Sefer Bamidbar
: From Desert to Destiny

Mrs. Shani Taragin

In our study of Sefer Bamidbar we will employ methodologies of both pshat and parshanut. Through a close reading of the text, we will explore the structure and significance of the major stories and mitzvot found throughout the sefer. Our goal is to develop textual and exegetical skills while we internalize the messages of the Torah as we continue on our personal and national - religious journeys. 


Level:
Advanced 



Language:  Hebrew
Texts:   תנ"ך קורן, תורת חיים במדבר
HALACHA:    Sunday and Wednesday  2:30 – 5:00 pm

There are two options for Halacha classes: 

I Beit Midrash Option (2:30-5:00) - includes a serious chavruta component together with the shiur. This option will offer you the opportunity to grapple with text and will promote independence in learning.
This class requires advanced Gemara background.

II Classroom Option (2:30-3:55 and 4:10-5:00)

This option will enable you to study two different topics each afternoon in a classroom format.

The first part will be Hilchot Shabbat.  No need to register – we’ll place you in the correct section.
Please choose one of the three options in the second part. All of these classes are taught in English.
 Sunday and Wednesday  2:30 – 5:00 pm
35  
Hilchot Shabbat – Beit Midrash


Rav Daniel Refiman 
These shiurim will explore topics central to understanding the concept of melechet machshevet, as well as topics crucial for practical Shabbat observance. We will begin with the relevant sugyot in the Gemara and work our way through the rishonim and poskim until we reach halacha le’ma’ase.  Our goals include developing a methodology of learning halacha, acquiring a familiarity with important rabbinic figures and texts, improving textual and analytical skills, and gaining an understanding and awareness of the many relevant questions in hilchot Shabbat.
           Level: Advanced




Text: (חלק ג') משנה ברורה 

Sunday and Wednesday  2:30 – 3:55
31
Shabbat

       Rav Yitzchak Blau, Rav Itiel Oron, Rav Noam Shapiro
a,b,c
In these classes we will learn hilchot Shabbat, emphasizing the contemporary application of the melachot. Special attention will be paid to the methodology of halachic decision making with emphasis on philosophical and analytical issues.

                          Sunday and Wednesday  4:10 - 5:00

32
Sense and Sensibility:




Rav Itiel Oron
Intellect, Sentiment and Meaning in Halacha

One of the greatest challenges we face today is understanding the connection between halacha and reality. How do different poskim arrive at different answers to the same question? In addition to "pure" halachic considerations, there is an entire system of values that form the basis of each posek's outlook and impact his psak halacha. In this class we will study a variety of contemporary halachic issues, as we explore the meta-halachic considerations of different poskim. Among the topics to be discussed are the State of Israel, MIA's, the limits of a posek's authority, and relationships between religious and non-religious Jews. 

33 
Halacha Confronts the 21st Century


Rav Noam Shapiro

The past one hundred years have brought with them many social, political, and technological developments. How does halacha respond to these changes? We will trace the development of the relevant halachot and learn how the answers to modern questions really emerge from the Talmud and rishonim. Topics to be covered include copyright laws, electricity, the relevance of archeological and scientific discoveries and the status of non-Orthodox Jews.

34
Halacha as a Philosophy of Judaism


Rav Yitzchak Blau
The distinguishing mark of Judaism may be its detailed halachic system.  Yet these are not simply arbitrary details but reflections of a worldview and an approach to life. This course will explore the deeper meaning in many halachic details.  What is halacha’s theory of punishments?  How does halacha deal with lifeboat ethics when we must choose who to save?  How can contradictory approaches both reflect “the words of the living God?”  Study of the history of rabbinic thought with help from the world of broader philosophy will aid our analysis.     
NACH:    Monday and Thursday 2:30 - 5:00 pm  

41
Five Megillot





Mrs. Shani Taragin
On Philosophy, History, Law & Love

These shiurim will provide an introduction to the world of Ketuvim while focusing on skills of textual analysis and sensitivity to various genres. We will explore the presentation of philosophical outlooks of existentialism in Kohelet, historical satire in Megillat Esther, and the poetry of love in Shir HaShirim. Students will gain a newfound appreciation of familiar and less familiar works as we engage in comparative study of texts (e.g. Ruth-Shoftim, Eichah-Yirmiyahu) to understand and incorporate their respective messages in our lives. 

(preference for registration will be given to those students 

not enrolled in Mrs. Taragin’s Torah class)
Level: Intermediate


Language: English


Text:  תנ"ך
42         Crime and Punishment
 


Rav Joshua Schreier
We will begin with the sin of Achan (the only crime in Sefer Yehoshua), proceed to Sefer Shoftim (which is entirely “Crime and Punishment”) and then we will analyze the various stories in Shmuel and Melachim using rabbinic, medieval and modern commentaries in an attempt to understand the sins committed by the kings of Israel – Shaul, David and Shlomo – and the subsequent kings of the divided kingdoms of Judea and Israel and the impact of those sins on the fate of Am Yisrael.

Level:  Intermediate


Language:  English



Text:   תנ"ך
43
Shmuel, Shaul and David                                              
Rav Jonathan Bailey

In this class we will study the book of Shmuel.  Using specific pesukim and cross-referenced sections throughout the rest of Tanach, we will begin to understand each perek’s themes and ideas, while also appreciating its overall place in the entire work. Along the way, we will also be building the invaluable skills of textual analysis. Some of the themes which we will be discussing are: The ascent of Shmuel as shofet and the king’s navi, the rise and fall of Shaul, the first king of Israel, the development of David from shepherd to ‘next-in-line’, and Shaul’s tragic obsession with eradicating the usurper to his throne.  

Level:  Advanced Intermediate

Language:  English



Text:   תנ"ך

 44        Sefer Yirmiyahu




Rav Shlomo Brown
We will learn about the era of the destruction of the first Beit HaMikdash in order to understand the historical context of Yirmiyahu’s prophecies.  We will focus on the central issues of prophecy and topics such as symbolism, נבואות הקדשה, נביאי אמת ושקר .
Level: Advanced


Language:  Hebrew




Text:   תנ"ך
Tuesday: 2:30 - 6:30

Israel Advocacy, Chessed, and the Tanach Seminar (with Shani Taragin) options

will be discussed during the first week of school

BKIUT:   Tuesday  and Thursday  8:00-10:00 pm

These courses emphasize a comprehensive overview rather than in-depth analysis.

51
Bkiut Gemara





Rav Tuvia Kaplan





Students will develop the skills to independently prepare the text and will gain a deeper understanding of Talmudic methodology. We will be studying the tractate of  מכות.

Level: Intermediate/Advanced

Language: English




 Text:  מכות מסכת
52
Bkiut Halacha





Rav Dovid Fink




This course is intended for those who wish to gain a greater appreciation of the halachic system with a focus on practical halacha. The primary topics to be covered will be hilchot brachot and chagim. Chavruta time will be dedicated to studying the חיי אדם together with earlier sources; contemporary applications will be discussed in shiur.  


Level:  All



Language:  English


Text:    חיי אדם
53     
Bkiut Machshava I




Rav Yoel Finkelman

This class will be an introduction to the basic questions that occupy Jewish philosophy and the most important schools of thought that attempt to answer them.  We will begin with the philosophy implicit in Tanach and Chazal, move to the rationalism and anti-rationalism of the Middle Ages, and end with the varying ideologies of modern Jewish thought.

Level: All



Language: English

Text: Sourcebook

54
Bkiut Machshava II




Rav Noam Shapiro



             Obligations of the Mind, Obligations of the Heart


A life of mitzvot seems to place a heavy emphasis on actions. However, no less important are the many mitzvot that make demands of our intellect and emotions.  Are we commanded to think/ believe specific doctrines? What must we believe? Is there room for doubt? After exploring Jewish dogma, we will proceed to examine our emotional obligations to God. How have various sages and philosophers understood the notion of Ahavat Hashem- Loving God, Yirat Hashem- Fearing God, Bitachon- Trust in God?  How does prayer connect man to God? Finally, we will study our emotional duties towards our fellow man. We will trace these ideas from Tanach, through Chazal, the Geonim, medieval and modern sages, concluding with contemporary rabbinic figures. There will also be time for personal group discussion, so that we can genuinely process what we are learning.

 
Level:   All



Language:  English



OPTIONAL COURSES

Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:  1:30 – 2:15 pm

DY
Daf Yomi





Rav Joshua Schreier

The learning of a daily page of Talmud is a traditional method of study in rabbinical academies.  In this course students enhance the skills developed in their regular Talmud classes and work towards the completion of a number of Talmudic tractates.

Level:  All



Language:  English



Text:   מסכת תענית
Chavruta:  Midreshet Darkaynu 

Midreshet Darkaynu is the name given to an innovative program at Midreshet Lindenbaum for young women with mild developmental disabilities.  Every day each Midreshet Darkaynu student will have a chavruta (Parsha, Pirke Avot, etc.) with a different Midreshet Lindenbaum student.  Please sign up in the appropriate place on the registration form.  

Sunday:  5:15 – 6:10 pm

SD
Chavruta:  Midreshet Darkaynu


See above

S5
Rambam





Dr. Tamar Ross

A course in Maimonides’ philosophical system.  The major problems of Jewish philosophy are introduced, including science and religion, concepts of God, divine revelation, miracles and free will. 

This class meets twice a week, the second time on Wednesday at 5:15

Level:  Advanced


Language:  English

Text:   רמב"ם - הקדמות 

                        Sourcebook (from the office)

S5X
Topics in Holocaust Studies



Rav Aharon Wexler

The purpose of this class is to examine Jewish life in pre-war Europe and to try and understand how a modern democracy became a killing machine.  We will explore the rich millenia of Torah learning and Yiddish culture.  We will discuss the rise of Hitler and Nazism, the road to the Final Solution, life in the ghettos and camps, the atrocities of the Nazis, and world reaction. We will also focus on physical and spiritual resistance as we try to fathom the meaning of the Six Million.  (The second semester will be devoted to a study of Zionism)
Level:  All



Language:  English



Sunday 6:20 – 7:15

S6X
Modern Orthodoxy




Rav Aharon Wexler

This class will discuss the major issues that are facing Am Yisrael today. Serious students will develop the tools and gain the knowledge necessary to take an active role in the conversations going on in the 21st century Jewish community. This class will expose the students to different Jewish thinkers and many of the "hot-button" issues facing the Chosen People in the global village. These topics include the role of modern women in Judaism, the concept of am segula, the differences between Reform, Conservative, and Orthodoxy, the move to the right in Orthodoxy, evolution, archeology and the Bible. All of this is with the goal of preparing our students for life in university and the world at large.

Level: All



Language: English

Monday:  5:15 – 6:10 pm

MD
Chavruta:  Midreshet Darkaynu


See above

Monday:  5:15 – 10:00 pm

M5L
Torah Seminar





Rav Menachem Leibtag

This seminar class will study Torah by methods of textual analysis. Through extensive study of medieval commentaries we will examine the major themes of each sefer and its connection to the details of the individual narratives.         (supper break 7:15 – 8:00 pm)
Level: Advanced


Language: English

Tuesday:  10:10 – 11:00 pm

TS 
Rav Soloveitchik




Rav Yoel Finkelman

This class will focus on a close reading of Rav Soloveitchik’s famous philosophical essays: The Lonely Man of Faith and Halachic Man.  Students will be expected to read one chapter per week in advance of class.


Level: All



Language: English


Text:  Lonely Man of Faith and Halachic Man

Wednesday:  5:15 – 6:10 pm

WD
Chavruta:  Midreshet Darkaynu


See above

Wednesday:  6:20 – 7:15 pm

W6W   Between Two Worlds




Mrs. Davina Wanderer-Kriel

The onset of modernity impacted on the Jewish world, bringing with it new questions and ideas in addition to different perspectives on old questions. This course presents itself as an introduction to modern Jewish Thought and aims to explore the lives, milieu and interests of a range of important modern Jewish Thinkers. The course’s language and discourse will come from the realm of philosophy but its raw material will be you, the student, and the encounter between what you discover and where it touches your own internal world. 

Level: All



Language: English

 

Thursday:  5:15 – 6:10 pm

ThD
Chavruta:  Midreshet Darkaynu


See above

Th5M
Tefilla






Rav Jonathan Mishkin

Prayer presents perhaps Judaism’s greatest challenge.  It is a mitzva unaccompanied by 

action.  The individual confronts God with her mind, her mouth, and her heart.  In this class we will explore the philosophical questions related to prayer:  How do we know God is listening?

Does God want us to address Him even if we have nothing to say?  Does prayer change the future or does it change the individual?  We will also study specific tefillot to understand their

origins and meanings.

Level: All



Language: English

Th5R    Rav Kook





Rav Yoni Rosensweig

What is the meaning of living a Religious-Zionist ideology? What are the underlying concepts of such an ideology? How do we relate to non-religious Jews? In what way is this generation different than the previous ones? How can we see light within all the darkness?

Rav Kook was possibly the greatest inspiration the Religious Zionist movement has had since its inception, and his writings continue to be an endless source of vitality. In this course we will explore some of these writings and delve into the way Jewish mysticism can affect and inherently change our view of the world.

Level: All



Language: English
Thursday:  6:20 – 7:15 pm

Th6M
Jewish Beliefs





Rav Jonathan Mishkin
We will discuss arguments on behalf of revelation and the Torah’s authority, objective and subjective truth in religion and faith, reconciling Torah’s teachings with scientific claims, and the reason for a modern Jew to adhere to a lifestyle of mitzvot. This text based course will encourage question and debate.  

Level: All



Language: English

Text:  Sourcebook

Th6R
Kuzari






Rav Yoni Rosensweig
Rabbi Yehuda Halevi based his book, the Kuzari, on the mysterious legend of the Khazars, a non-Jewish people who decided to convert to Judaism. The book begins with this fascinating historical event, and through a dialogue between the king of the Khazars and the Jewish scholar it analyzes some of the fundamental questions in Jewish thought. This course will analyze Rabbi Yehuda Halevi's thoughts on such questions as: the meaning of faith, the best way to serve Hashem, the existence of God, prophecy, prayer, Israel, and many other exciting topics.

(priority for registration given to Southern Hemisphere students)

Level: All



Language: English
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